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Right Honourable &, Honoured, TY | 
E 5] Os are. now preſented with that your own 
' Order commanded to be made publick, this 
only brought it forth to common ayr and 
| view, elſe hadit (for me) lain ſtill tn. 
3J0 private. There ws nothing in it for dreſs 

S4 |. or ornament, that may beſpeak entertain- 

TO OTiITIT on: Egentand acceptance with them that are 
| far..the gaudy eutfide of preathing. Ptudentibus viris non 
| placent phalerara, fed foitia; Spiritaal eyes and ears. like 
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The Epiſtle 


rouſing and quickning trmhs beſt. Such'is this ſubject, which 
here in $* Pauls mouth, was ſo powerfull and piercing ( that 
though he were then a priſoner) yet it ſhook his Fudge into 
an aſtoniſhing fear. Fudgement whew.it comes will certainly 
be plain with men s+ Therefore in a ſubjetF of this nature, the 
beft art i3_ tobe made. manifeſt to.and in the conſciences of 
carers. and Readers... Itching 'tars; and ligbt unſtable minds 

ty (prrh4ps) account-it tos ſharp- a- Dobtrint, having too 
much of Goſpel ſalt in it, an ill medecine for their ſore : How- 
ever they judge, it will be found «& Goſpel trath, very neceſſ t- 
ry and. profitable for all, and that which Chriſt in his great 
day will fully. own.” ' The diſſolation of the times we live in 
( wherean-the. Jngeof Satan 4#s.fpread, and the hour,of his 
tempt ation is grown helliſhly ſucceſfulland prevailing,) cries 
aloud to preach, to preſſe this ſubjeft, . Serious and more ſe« 
vere truths may do good (if God ſet it on) upon the moſt 6b- 
ftinate and obdurate ſinners. There are two ſorts of wen (but 
in a far different ſenſe) judgement proof : They that fear not 
at all to ſtn;, They that fear all ſin : The firſt of theſe, with. 
out ſpeedy mercy, 4#e. a5:dry fagots, bound up for the burn- 
inz, a fewel made ready for the flame of wrath- Tet if this 
ſont-conterninttrath meet them, ( as the Angel did Balaam 
mith his drawn ſword in the narrow way) and withdraw them 
fromtheir finfull purpoſe, they have cauſe to bleſſe the Lord, 
The latter ſort, that fear all fin; to them it brings the_- 


white: ftont'of abſolution; a meſſage of peace and pardon from: 
toe Lord their Fadge. and Savienr. . Sothat as it 0ay reclaim\ 
and. reduce hardued finners, it is: alſs of ſmgular uſe and 


benefit to. vigilant and wary Saints, It is of high concern- 
ment to prepare for judgement which -is prepared, armed, 
and.revealed againſt all wnrighteouſatſſe of men, that - hold 
the truth ins wnrighteouſneſſe. Oh who (out of Chriſt) can 
abide the coming of Chriſt ?-\WWho refuſing his firſt coming, 
es look. fleadily on his ſecoud ? Will our outward Chriſtian 
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privileages then give us the boldneſſe to look hims in the face t 
Were not the ſinners, the hypocrites Wa.33\4, of Siow, and + 
init ? and yet did wot aftoniſhment ſeize-them ? in that they 
wuſt dwell with the devearing fire, the everlaſting burnings: 
privileages will not ſhelter ws, if Grace doe not ſave us : that 


fereen 6. t00 thin and narrow to cover from the args 


diſpleaſure of our Fudge. Jidas was wot ſaved, though a dif- 
ciple (then a great priviledge) nor repenting Paul condermn'd, 
though a perſecutor. A penitent perſecutor will ſpeed better, 
far better in that day, than a perfidions diſciple. | 

It flands ws in hand to get a firmer right than that of 
Lord, Lord, in that day. If we: have hearts to ſearch our 
ſtate, to kndw our title to Chriſt: We have a ſearching word, 
the CAnatomiſts knife, keen, and two edged, fitted for 4 
true ſoul diſettion ; to allude to that, Heb,4.12, 

1 have a word 16 ſpeak for my ſelf; One to you Honograble, 
&c, For my ſelf, that 1 have taken (1 hope not an wnaccep- 
table liberty, upon my ſudden tranſcribing) to enlarge upon 
»any of .the particulars, 1-.anms alſo humbly to crave excuſe 
for not giving a full obedience to yow order, concerning the 
effett of this Sermon on Felix, (beſides a ſad Providence 
rnterrupting my thoughts) 1 judged that addition would 
ſwell it beyond Sermon bounds, That to your ſelves right 
Honourable, is a remembrance ; Tou are lights of a greater 
magnitude in this firmament of the Lordyour Fuage ; ſer- 
vants of a larzer traſt. Your greatneſſe i the Lords, your 
talents his, your induſtry muſt be to glorifie him. Tou are 
great comprehenſive figures in his book of account, take 
heed leſt when-the 1 ord makes up his account, you be not found 
ciphers. Tonr truft is temporal, your account for ever ;, your 
wildome may teach you better than 1 can; may an upright 
Conſcience dictate 10 that, and the perfect rule of richte- 
ouſneſs to your Conſcience : Tou have a Lord, who though he 
have a rainbow on his Throne, Rev.10.1. A lovely cs- 
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Jaft, 1.26.7. \ May in his ballaxce,' for your 
fincerity, and uprightueſſe, good Gold: and for your love, 
and zeal, full weight: If you prove fach,. you wity chear- 
fully apply the: Prophets encomagememt, Ifa.'q9.'4; Surely 
my: judgment is with che Lord, - my; work. with my 
God, Sanitific him thus in your bearts, wake hins you 
fear, and your dread; your Fudge will be your Saviour, and 
your SantFaary, Ha.8.13. This that he maybe to you, is 
the hearty wiſh; and prayer of him, .wbo is, 


in the Goſpetof Chriſt, 
r | we | : | : IG 
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And as he reaſontd of riehteouſneſs, temperance and jndee- 
ment to come, Felix trembled, Cs OG" 


ea 


{EE He Chapter contains Paxls conventing be- 
WM fore Felix, and his Apology for himſelf, 
Nd, being charged by invererate and implaca- 
ble enemies, the Jews, with crimes of the 
_ dye: Of being a prophaner of 
" Holy things, a violater ofthe Temple, 2 
ſeditious perſon, v.5. an enemy to Ceſar, and what not: 
He clearly acquits and diſchargeth himſelf of theſe; As 
co the violation of the Temple, v.11. chat his going up 
to Feruſalem was not to prophane the Temple, but to 
worſhip, For the heavy charge, of being a ſeditious per- 
ſon, he wipes off that, v.12. that he went not thicher, 
either to diſpute with any man, or to ftir up the people; 
eicher in Synagogue or City, Manifeſts ir, that all their 
accuſations are yoid both of truth or proof, being noto« 
rious falſchoods and. ſlanderous. accufations. Maiiteſts 
that thecharge of Herefie with which they would atcaior 
him, v.14- that that Jay which they branded with Here+« 
ſie, was the way in which he worſhipt the God of his fa- 
thers. And that he might 'appear neither {editions nor 
heretick, he makes ic out that his Religion was neither 
on'the one fide; of humaneinvention, 'nor' on the other 
ſide made vp of '/humerous principles of ſingularity : He 

B £1ves 


(2) 
zives the ſumme of his faith, . 14, 15. that he believed 
all written in the Law and Prophets, the ReſurreRion 
trom the dead, and the laſt Judgement, as a fruit of which 
faith, he exerciſed himſelfin this, ## keep 4 conſcience void 
of offence toward God and man. 

This full and fincere plea which Paul makes for himſelf, 
wrought ſo, as to procure him a more full and perfect 
hearing, v, 22. And as before we have his Aporgy for 
himſelfihe plea of his innocency, the ſubſtance of his be- 
liefs ſoin the Text you have his Sermen preache co-his 
Judge, andin the face of his accuſers, v. 24.v/. In the 
= it was concerning the faich of Chriſt. Particu- 

fly, v.25. As he reaſoned of riehteouſneſſe, temperance, 
and the judgement 18 come, 8c. 

In the words take notice. of theſe four particulars : 
1. The Preacher, 2. The hearers. 3. The ſabjeRt: of 
the Sermon. 4. The effe@ it had. 

I. The Preacher ;_ Pal in bonds, under all diſadyan- 
tapes; for condition a priſener, his reputatioa blotted 
and defamed; loaded with calumanies and odious accuſa- 
tions, which might much diſparage his dodrine,and blune 
theedpe of the Sermon, 

IT. His hearers ; Such as were of another way and other 
principles ; for condition free, for height far above him; 
many for number ; yet he gives not out, buckles noc for 
all this, ſpeaks home ſerious truths. 

IIL The ſubje& of his Sermon, which is threefold , of 
Righteouſneſſe, Temperance, the Fuderment to come. 

1, Rightcouſneſſe, that Irgcwcim is properly to be under- 
ſtood. of Gods gracious, righteous acquittance and dil- 


Charge of his people : As he isa juſt and ſevere Judge to 
the world,. to conderan, (ois he-a gracious and righteous 
Judge tohis people, to acquit. It imports the diſcharge 
given by the Judgement-ſeat upon hearing, and the ac- 

quitting 
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quitting innocent ones , the * white ſtone of acquirtance, : rey + 17. 


the new name of juſtification of them before Gods righte- 
ous Judgement-fear, 2 Thef.1.5,6,7. Seeing it i 4 righ- 
reous thing with God 10 —_— tribulation to them that 
trouble you, to you that are troubled reſt, 8c, That God thar 
pardons their {1ns now, paſleth by their infirmities, will 
crown their graces, will perfealy acquit them. This is 
the righteoulneſle, 

2, The ſecond ſubject is Temperance, +2472, that grace 
the reſtrains, and bridles up vain, wouldly, 
{infull affeRions, whereby the ſoul receives power againſt 
powerfull luſts ; that abſtinence from fleſhly luſts 154r 
war againſs the ſoul, 1 Pet.2.11. This Goſpel mortifica- 
tion is the badge and cognizance of thoſe chatare Chriſts, 
G4/.5,24. This is the ſecond part. 

# Thethird part of his Sermon, Fudgement to come 5 

this I ſhall chooſe morefully and diſtialy to handle, 
And thus of the parts of the Apoflle's reaſoning and 
Sermon. 

IV. The fourth —_ rhe ſucceſle it had the effet 
it was ſuch, that it ſhook Pavls Judge, as if Chriſt's ſen- 
rence (by Paws mouth) had. paſt on him, Felix tremblea. 
Thus of the parts of the Text. 

The third part of the ſubje& of Pauls Sermon I ſhall 


chiefly treat on, Fadgement to come. This is a branch of. 


the faith of Chriſt that Paul preached on, v. 24, inanſwer 
to Felix his deſire to hear Paw concerning the faich of 


Chriſt, | 


It is achief branch of Goſpel! preaching ( or of preaching Obſery. 


the faith of Chriſt) to ſet out, and ſer on the Fudgement ts 


cOMme_. 
The Priefts under the Law were to perform their (eve- 
ral fun&ions in the offerings, fin offerings and peace offer- 


ings, incenſe, &c, yeairt was a duty to bring ſalt ro _— 
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the ſacrifice. The Goſpel is full of thoſe pretious truths ; 
fin offerings, pardon of fin for broken-hearted ſinners , 
peace offerings, a propitiation held out in the blood of 
Chriſt 


My work in this ſubje<;, is to bring the ſalc of this ſo- 
lemn truth to ſeaſon your hearts. In the purſuance of 
which, I ſh1lendeayour to clear up (though briefly) theſe 
five heads. | | 

1. Make out the abſolute indiſpenſible Neceffiry of this 
judgement to come. 

- 2, Clear up theinfallible.Certainty of judgemenr. 

3. Shew the great Judgeof this judgement to come. 


4. Give you ſome Characters of ir, to ballance your 


thoughts, and work up more ſerious medications of it. 

5. Evidence the excellent-Ule and Benefit it is of ( if 
God ſet it on,) and the 'Tnflaence it hath upon the hearcs 
of wicked and.godly, if the great Lord and Maſter of the 
Aſſembly faſten (this great nat} of Fudgewment tocome_) 
upon them, 

Firſt, The Neceſſity of judgement tocome. 

1. The Neceflicy of this judgement, it appears in this, 
Otherwiſe the ſovereignty of: God would norfully appear, 
which confiſts in two things; rogive Being and Law to 
the world, and to Judge the world. Abr acknow- 
tedgement of God in Covenant, is alfo chus expreft, Ge. 
18.25. Shall-not the Fudge of all the world do right ? Theſe 
Divine attributes are interchangeable, to a £0 judge 
the world. The Apoſtle hath that expreſſion, Eph.4.6. 
One God and Father of all, who & above all, through all, and 
7n youall, He is in all by that created being he diſtributes 
z0 the creature ; in his people by the Spirit of grace; and 
the graces of his Spirit : He is through all, by thoſe links 
and chain of providence that hold all things cogether in 
their being, ſubfiſtence, and beautifull order. This 
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through all, holds the frame of all created things together, 
which otherwiſe would ſoon diflolve and fall in ſunder. 
Bat his being over all, is the fovereignty, ſupremacy of 
God. Now divine grace and mercy condeſcends ſo far 
as to beat the footftoolz judgement is upon the throne : 
the day of grace is the day of Gods bowing down to men, 
coming amongft them: but judgement is the citing the 
world before his ſovereignty, Therefore a judgemeat to 
come, becauſe the ſovereignty of God muſt be mani- 
feſted. But 

2. The Neceflity of judgement evidenced, that the 
truft, the ſtewardſhipof men-muſt have its audit, its day 
of account : Though God give, yet he gives all by way 
of truſt; though God give abundantly, he gives away 
nothing from himſelf; If perſonall intereſt gives place, 
and be fubſervieat to publick intereſt, much more, codi- 


vineiright.. "The water: in my. Ciſtern is:not my own if 
.thepublick-needit. - Gods ends in all he truſts with (the 


ends of his glory, honour) are paramount, are above all 
our intereſt. The Lord of the talents is ſaid, Mat.25. to 
diftribute taleats to: the ſervants, and yet v.12. they are 
ſtill cal'd his goods, and for the Lords uſe,;; whether they 
be common gifts, parts, riches, place, honour, employ- 
ment, &c. yea the time of grace and repentance is his 
time to give, to take away at pleaſure, Rev. 2. 21. 1 gave 
her atime of repentance: Qur truſt, his goods, his right 
ſtill. As Gods truſting is an at of bounty, ſo is his audi- 
ting and taking account of this truſt an act of his Sove- 
reignty. The great God cannot do as we, when we give 
a thing, we ceaſe to have propriety init, becauſe we have 
by that a& transfer'd our right to another: It's not ſo 
with God, his ſervants, his goods, his truſt, God cannot 
alienate this : Though all talents are not of the ſame 


weight, worth, number, ſome are more, greater, yetall of 
B 3 them: 
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chem are held by way of ſtewardſhip and c 


Monarchs of the earth are but great Truſtees, Prov.8.15, 
16. By Me Kings reign, and Princes decree Jaftice You 


ruſt : Even the 


reign by. him, torhim; as the Apoſtle expreſlech, Col.1. 
16, All things were created by him and for him, (peaking 
of Chriſt, Severus when he gave the ſword of power to 
any whom he made General, or Govyernour of a Pro- 
vince, at his girding on his {word, uſed that expreſſion, 
Accipe hunc gladium ſi benefecers utere pro me, fin alter, con- 
tra me ; Take the power of this (word, uſeit for me, &c. 
This is the clauſe of the Divine: impowring men; uſe it 
for me, for my ſervice, honour, glory. Even the Maje- 


Nick thrones of Princes, the ſevere ſeats of Jaſtice, the 


Purple and Scarlet of Magiftracy and Goverament, the 
gifrs and talents of Miniſters, the time, means and oppor- 
runities of grace, the graces of -Sqints; the putſe-riches, 
parts and abilities: of men, they' areall'a Divine Truſt, 
that muſt certainly be audited, be accounted for, This 
is Gods day of lending, truſting out his gifts, graces 
Now we fic under heavenly light and grace, though our 
hearts be ſinful}, hell{h, The account is ſurely coming z 
even that wicked ſervant, M41.25.14. with his exe. talent 
hid ina napkin, that impiouſly reproacht his Maſter for 
ahard Maſter, his ſervice accounted his bondage, even 
heis brought forth to a certain,a ſevere reckoning, Gods 
truſting us, and his triall of his truſt, are relatives, one 
includes the other: Even that 7zte-s and admonition af the 
Lord of the talents to his ſervants, Traffick till 1 come, 
minded them of their induſtry, fidelity to their preſent 
truſt, becauſe their Lord would haſten, their judgement 
was to come. 

3. Neceſſity ef this judgement 5 Otherwiſe that great 
and fovereign Law of God, (under which Adam was to 
ſtagd, and by the breach of which all mea are irrecovera- 
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bly fallen, that-are not reſtored by the Covenant of Grace 
in Chrift) I ſay, that Law would not have its full torce; 
were not a judgement to come. All unbelievers, ( not 
brought into the Covenant of Grace by faith ) ſtand and 
muſt fall under the power and condemnation of this of 
Works, If the ſecond Covenant,. thar of Grace, relieve 
repair us not, the firſt of Works, evidently accuſeth, in- 
fallibly condemns us. If being fallen in 4d», we be nor 
raiſed, reſtored by faich in Chriſt, we fall under che heavy 
judgement of the breach, and-ſo of the ſentence of char 
Law violated; G4l.3.10. As many 45 are wnder the works 
of the Law, are under 4 curſe, id eſt, under the Covenanr 
of Works, for the impoſibility of performance, the Law 
it loadeth them, follows them with curſes, F. 13. Chri/# 
hath redeemed ws from the carſe of the Law, beins made 4 
curſe, If this Covenant be not cancel'd by Chriſt for us, 
we put under another, theedge of that curſe is ſharp- 
ned for us, bent againſt us. The condemaation is upon 
the file of judgement, is of force}and power ; the date 
ſtands as a-coademning charge. Theretore the Law was 
iven in the ſame fiery. colours that judgement ſhall be in, 
re at the ſanction and publication and eſtabliſhment of ir, 
fire at the day.of the revenge, puniſhment, and coademna- 
tion for the-breach and violation of it, 2 Thefſ.1.8. He_- 
ſhall come in flames of fire rendring vengeance, &c. It hath 
the ſame livery, the ſame flaming apparel! with che judge- 
ment, the day of yengeance, The mercy of. the ſecond 
Covenant rejected (the Covenant: of Grace): faftens on - 
finners the condemnation of the firſt Covenant broken. 
4+ The fourthdemonſtration of the Neceſſity of judg- 
ment to-come, tis from hence, The great ſcore of the 
 worldis to be accounted for, viz. the rejetionof Chriſt, 
of that great mercifull fall offer of grace and ſalvation by 
faith.in the blood of Chriſt: Here is a ſcore of jadgemenc 
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vengeance indeed. Oh bleed, bleed, ye hearts harder 
now then the neather milſtone ! for this Anathera Mar a- 
ratha, 1 Cor.16.22. for not lowing the Lord Feſur Chriſt. 
This is not only a curſe that will abide upon ſouls 27/1 he 
come, but this is the curſe of curſes which will ſeize on 
fouls whey he comes. Shall the account be great for diſ- 
obedience to the Law, and not far greater for coatempr 
of the Goſpel: Doth the Law bring in condemnation, 
and not the Goſpel,cmphatically called The condemnation ? 
Fohn 3. Shall the breach of the Law beas a burtheaſom 
ſtone to cruſh ſouls, and not much more the.Goſpel, if ir 
become a ftone of ſtumbling and a rock of offence £ Shall 
che Law have ics judgement day, and not the Goſpel its * 
Shall the Covenant of works lay hold on fouls and drag 
them to judgement, and not much more the Covenant 
of Grace deſpiſed ? Did judgement wait for thoſe huſ- 
bandmen in the Vineyard that flew the ſervants, M.21. 


24,35,36,37- and nor much more come armed againſt 


thole that ſlew the Heir the Lord of the Vineyard 2 . Had 
Abels blood fo dreadfall an account © the blood of Saints 
{lain, lying under the Altar; of what dreadfull account 
muſt that be which indites:men for rejection .of the blood 
of Chriſt 2 Will God ſuffer the Jewel of his boſom, the 
Lord Jeſus to be trampled under foot and not reckon for 
it? Obſervethe wofull inference the Apoftle makes, Heb. 
10. 28,29. If they that deſpiſed Moſes Law' died without 
mercy, of /haw much ſorer puniſhment ſappo ſe you ſhall they 
be thought worthy, that have trampled anacy foot the Sou of 
God, and have counted the blood of the Covenant, &C, a 
vile thing ! Willnot this haſten, will notthis blacken the 
judgement? Will not this hear the furnace of Divine 
jadgement yet ſevenfold hotter * It juſtice ſhould-paſſe 
by all the violations of the farft Covenant, if. God ſhould 
quite croſle that ſcore, yet this will ageravate, this will 

heizhten, 
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heighten, this will haſten judgement tocome. It is Gof- 
pel grace that makes glory «4 far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory; and ſin againſt the Goſpel, that makes 
wiath'a far more exceeding weight of wrath, and fiery 
Ciipleaſnre, | 

5. This argues the Neceſſity of judgement, The ne- 
ceſſity of the diſcovery of ſecret fins, ſecret graces; the 
rewards of theone, the puniſhment of the other are not 
tully manitefted. The Scripture frequently encourageth 
ſecret duties : Mat.6.4. The Lord [elus invites to retired 
duties, Pray in ſecret, thy Father that ſees in ſecret will 
reward thee openly, Secret graces in the hidden man of 
the heart, whoſe praiſe is not of men but God : Soalſo ſecret 
fins, Mat.10.26. There is nothing covered, that ſhall not be 
revealed, and hid that ſhall not 7, made kyown, Thus he' 
threatens ſecrer fins upon rhe account of judgement to 
come z encouraging fecret daties, graces, upon the ac- 
count of rewards to come, Secret ſins haye more of the 
image, lineaments and likeneſle of Satan; as grace in the 
heart is Chriſt formed in che ſoul, G4/.4. 19. ſo ſecret ſins 
Satan formed in the foul. Sin. is {er forth by ſtolen wa- 
ters, bread of ſecrecy, Prov.9.16,17, yet have they this 
doom, The dead are there, and her gueſts inthe depth of hell. 
In regard of the diſcovery of, and ſentence on lecrer {1ns; 
the recompence and publication of ſecret duties, ſecie 
grace, there muſt be a judgement, ec. | 

6. A judgement to come; Otherwiſe ſin ſhonld not 
have its adequare, its full punithment : Sin and the ſinner 
hath not his wages till jadgement, Treaſuries are not 
open'd till them There is mercy laid out, and mercy laid 
up; mercy laid our is as the penny, mercy laid up.as the 
pound ; Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it en” 
tred into the heart of man to conceive, what God hath laid 


wp for them that love him; yet how much hath the eye of 
C taich 
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faith ſeen, the ear of Faith received, and the believing 
ſoul conceived, yes much: of his layings out far far (hor 
of his layings up : ſo wide a diſproportian is there betwixe 
preſent gracious impartments, Gods laying out, and that 
which is laid up; In like manner, there 1s judgment laid 
our, and judgement laid up: as mercy preſent is but the 
earneſt of mercy laid up; fo preſence judgement, of judge- 
ment laid up. the Lord thus threatens thoſe grand ſins, 
Dent..32. 33,34,35- whichin an excellent metaphor are 
cald the vine of Seder, and grapes of Gemarrah, the poiſon 
of Serpents, and the cruel wewens of Apes. He denoucerh 
wrath laid up, & net this laid up with me, u it not ſealed up 
in my treaſury * thcir foot ſhall fakin due time. We have 
often ſhowers of rain, theſe are from the uſual plenty of 
water inthe Clouds ; I but there was never fuch a rain as 
God poured out upon the world when he opened his 
treaſurtes of water, ſet wide open the windowesof Hea- 
ven, and unlocke the fountains of the deep, Oh when 
God unlocks the fountains of the deep of judgement, 
whea he brings farth the wages of ſia, kept inhis treaſu- 
ries, this adequate puniſhment of fin inforceth judg- 
ment. X | OS] 

7. Unleſle this judgment were, thoſe two glorious 
attributes of Juſtice and Mercy, would nat have their full 
luſtre, or ſhine in their height and brigheneſfe : The Lord 
will be glorified in all his attributes, but in theſe two eſ- 
pecially : In the day of the worlds making, God ſet up the 
two great Luminaries, the Sunne for the day, and the 
Moon tor the night, to divide betwixc night and day, 
light and darknefle, and this through all the ages of the 
world. In the entrance ta Gods great day he will (et up 
thoſe great Luminaries of Mercy, and Juſtice, ro divide 
beriwixc etergal night and eternal day, eternal light; and 


eternal darknefle, curſed darkneſle, and bleſſed lighr, atl 
the. 
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the reft of the attributes of God ſhine forth here, bur 
theſe two are eſpecially reſerved for judgement - then he 
ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, to be admired in 
them that believe, then he ſhall come in flaming fire, ren- 
dring vengeance ;, as the Apoſtle, 2 Theſ.1.8,9,10, Then 
C hrift with his Fanne in his hand ſhall 7hroughly purge his 
floor, then he ſhall gather with the hand of eve). ſt ng 
mercy good corn into the ftore-houſes of ever bleſſed etcr- 
nity. It we obſerve with a ſteddy eye the ſeveral diſpen- 
{acions of God, it will appear in the conditions of wicked 
and godly men: The wickeds condition is never ſo proſ- 
perous ſo ſweet, bur God leaves ſome bitterneſſe upon ie, 
a ſigne of judgement to come - on the other fide, the 
godly mans condition is never ſo bicter, but thar God 
mixerh ſome {weernefle, an evidence of Grace and mercy 
to be revealed. Upon theſe and ſuch like grounds, you 
have ſeen the firſt head of the Dofrine made torth x 
which is the abſolute and indiſpenſable neceſſity of judg- 

ment, EY 
I now come- to the ſecond general head, viz. The 
infallible certainty of ic; and this che Spiric of God in 
Scripture hath fairly engraven as moſt legible: The Fews 
had a confident tradition amongſt chem, that bleſſed Z- 
noch, who was tranſlated to Heaven, had lefc two Pillars 
as ſacred to poſterity, wherein were fairly engraven thoſe 
twogreat Propheſies of the fit deſolation and judgment 
of the world by water ; not many years before which 
came, God removed him as a jewel to a Heavenly Cabi- 
ner, that his eyes might nor ſeeit, The ſecond Prophecy 
ina Pillar of ſtone , of rhe diflo'ution of the world 
by fire, to the final Judgement: Thus chey, And the 
latter, concerning th- ſecond finall j1dgement is war- 
ranted by Scripture, Fude v.14. We now having 4 zvore 
ſure word of Propheſie then that, as Peter 10 —_— 
C2 cale, 
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caſe, :3 Peter 1. 19. Which is the open, plain, and reite- 
rated Language of Scripture tor it ; the upper and neather 
lips- of - God, viz. The old 'and new Teſtament (the 
breath of the Spirit of cternal Truch breathing chrough 
| them). ſpeak out this: Death walks- frequently through 
the ſtreers'and families of the City, and they are the twin- 
children of the ſame womb of decree, 1ts appointed to all 
men once to die, and after death comes judgement, both per- 
ſonal and particular, and the general and finall judgment 
for'theſe are equally certain. The ſad certainty of judg- 
ment cloſeth up that Ironical expreſſion of the Lord in :e- 
proof of wanton youthful finners, Rejoyce young man in thy 


Eccl:1.11,9, youth, walk in the waies of thy: heart, ani in the ſight of 


thine cies ;, yet know that for all theſe things God will bring 
thee to judgement. Thou ventureſt upon known fins, thou 
rakeſt che. (wing and line;thy corrupt hearr givech thee ; 
as ſure as ſin is in. thy boſome, (o ſure judgement attends; 
follows thee, Rom.2.2,3., We know the judgement of God is 
according to Truth, azainſt them that do fach things. Its 
evident, its ſure, v.3. Thinkeſt thou' 0:man that thou ſhalt 
eſcape the judgement of God ?. 

In holding our the infallible: certainty of this, I ſhall 
evidence it. in: theſe five particulars, 1. The judgemenc 
ſeat is up.. 2. The diſtributive Juſtice of God is ready. 
3. The Books are opened, 4. The day alſo is fixed. 
Laſtly, Judgment & come is ſo certain, it is the crea- 
tures Creed and expectation. 

1. The Judgment ſeat is- up. Amongſt men when 
ſeats of Judgmeat are ſolemaly prepared, there is a Trial 
ar hand, che Afizes are near, the Throne of Judgment is 
prepared already, Pſal.11.3,4. If the Foundations be re- 
moved, what ſhall the righteous do ? this is one of the toun- 
- dations the godly build upon:. that the Lords Throne i in 
Heaven, yea lus Judgment. Throne, tor his eies behold, 


he. 


CE LL 


ae I oa 


ORR & 


mm PT wa 


(13) 
he is Judge and witneſſe, his eies behold, his eie-lids 
try, a phraſe from men > its from the eie-lids that we 
ſee diſcerningly, the differencing facalty is in the eie-lids, 
were they withdrawn, we ſhould not ſee things with due 
and right diſtintion : his Throne is ſer, he is upon the 
Throne, he hath an omniſcient eye to ſee: eie-lids, infi- 
nitely diſcerning, this is the Lords judicial Throne, (nor 
of Glory, Majeſty only) but of jadgmentr allo, P/al.9,7,8. 
The Lord endweth for ever, he hath prepared. his Throne for 


judgment. Is it meant of this judgment 2 yes, v.$. He 
fhall judge the world in righteouſneſſe. As ſure as the Lord 


is an eternal everlafting God, ſo ſure is this Throne-prepa- 
ration, Its a. work of his eternity, the preparing his 
Throne, This is the firſt. ; 

. The diſtributive Juſtice of God, in giving out re- 
wits and puniſhments are all alſo ready; he is not now to 
prepare to, create judgment, everlaſting mercy, but to 
reveal his preparations, 7/a.30.33. Tophet is prepared, or- 
dained of old, &c, God doth not create a new. Sun every 
day., but reveals-it to us. He hath nor provided a new 
Chriſt, a. new Goſpel, for the ſucceſſive ages of his 
Church, but a. farther. clearer manifeſtation of :Chriſt, 
the ſame Chriſt; out of the ſame Goſpel. As the myſtery 
of the riches of Grace, expreſt by the Apoſtle, Zph.3.9. 
is not ſaid, not to be, but is ſaid ro be hid in God, and now 
revealed ; it was prepared with God,” though hid in him, 
and now revealed: ſo his diſtributive juſtice, ic'is not to 
be prepared, its ready butto be revealed, Rom.2.5, After 
thy hardneſſe and impenitent heart, treaſureſt up wrath againſt 
the day of wrath, how is it expreſt* why, the revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God." 2 Cor, 10,6, Having 
in readineſs torevenge all diſobedience, when your obedience 
i fulfilled. The Lord waits on'y the harveſt, income, 
ripening of his peoples labour of Love, Faith, Obedience -: 
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He is inreadinefſe, jadgment is prepared, his glittering 
(word is whetted, his axe art the root of the tree, his 
Viols are fild, his arrows of vengeance are made ready, 
his fire of wrath is kiadled, his almighty arm of juſtice 
made bare, ftretche our for an eternal revenge: Judg- 
ment is ready. 

3. Its certain, ſure, judgement is to come, For the 
Books are already opened, evidence.-is already given ins 
not caly conſcience, the book of God within men, which 
be ſees clearly, that reveals the hidden things of man, ic 
lies alwaies unclaſped before hus fight: A/ things are open 
and naked before him with whom we have todo, Heb. 4. 13. 
Not this alone, bur the verdict and ſentence its paſt, Fohx 
3436. He that beleeweth on the Son of God, hath everlaſting 
life: not only the fentence of remiffion, as to the pardon 
of fin, but the ſentence of admiflton, as to entrance into 
heaven is paſt on his fide: He hath it in all the waies of 
the Saints poſſefling it on this fide heaven: He hathir 
1. In Promiſſo, by the conveyance of gratious promiſes : 
He hath it 2. in Primitic, the firſt-froics of the Spirit, 
Rom. $, 23. as Tſraels grapes in the wildernefle were the 
firſt-ftnits of Canaan : He hathir 3. in Capite, he holds 
heaven, ſalvation, by the beft, the (ureſt tenure ; and he 
ſhall have it 4. in Meſſe, inthe crop, pofleſſion and har- 
veſt ; there is evidence tor everlaſting mercy for a believer, 
he hath eternal life : and evidence for judgement to come 
faſined upon unbelievers, they ſhall not ſee life ; wrath a- 
bides on them: The Records of the faich, love, perſeve- 
rance of the Saints lieat judgement, as the great Court 
Records of Chriſt z and ſoof all iniquity, as a teſtimony 
and witnefle againſt wicked men. This 1s the inditmenr, 

the Books are open. 
' 4. The day is ſet, Judgement to come 1s infallibly. 
certain: It's/call'd frequently, The day of the Lord, The 


day 
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dey of Chriſt. There are three dayes have as it were an 
Afﬀteriſm upon them, a Star in the heaven, a Hand inthe 
Margin: The day of Creation ; The day of Redemption 
The day of Judgement to come. 1. That of Creation 
opened the door of Time, and the Being of all things. 
This day was the day of the birth of Creation, 2. The 
day of Redemption; call'd the fulneſſe of time, G3l.4.4. 
then was time inricht, the glaſle of time fil'd up with 


golden ſands of grace, the rich enammel of time. Now 


the garment of time is embroydred with Gaſpel- grace ; 
This is the day of fulneſle,.' 3, The:day of the Judge: 
ment ;. this ſhall ſhut out Time and-uſher in. Eternity. As 
the day of Creation was the Key of time to open it, (o the 
day of Judgement the Seal of time to ſhut it up, and cloſe 
ic; This is the fixed day of the Lord; moſt of the weighty 


exhortations of the Goſpel (as the fcale npon the beam): 


are faſtned on this ; therefore wark, walk; run; ftrive, re- 

nt, believe, &c. The Apofticurgeth this argument a- 

ve others, As 17.31. He commandeth all men every 
where te repent ;, becauſe he hath appuinted a day wherein he 
w#ll judge the world, Sec. To thishxednefle of the -day is 
often added the ſpeedineſfe,faddennifie; unexpeRtedneſle 
of it, Rew,2.5. Cap.3.11. 1'lebe aſwift witneſſe, Mal. 3:5. 
Specdily 1 will returu and recompence, joel 3.4. Behold the 
_ Fudge ts even at the dyor, James 5.9, Irs:fer, its (witt, and 


5». Its. infallible certamey. appears; Judgement 10 
come ts the Creed: of the Creature. There'is implanted 
even in them an inftin&t of 'ts,, 1ts certain tothe Crea- 
tures; the Apoſtles expreſſion of this is paſt doubt, Bow.8. 
19,2122. The expectation of the Creature maiteth for the 
' ravifeſtation of the Sons of God, When: is that ® furely 


at judgment itis, 1 Fohn 3.1,2, Now we are the Sans of 


God, # doth wot appear what we ſball be, This manifeſta- 
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rion it is part of the work of that great day: and this the 
Creature waitech for z; and that with no common or ordi- 
nary expectation: bur the Apoſlle is in 21,22. more em- 
phatical and expreſſive, 7494 5 #ns ovrrd/es x, coyw:hrer, they 
travell in birth, &c, They groan, pant afcer it, this 
R'che pang of their trouble, of their travail, the mani- 
feſtacion ot-the Sons vt-God, Give me leave to note ir by 
the way; There is a four-fold work of that day ; This is 
one. - | 
"x. The delivery of the whole Creation frem the 
bondage ot corruption, unto which they were ſo long 
ſubjeR, -and-ander/whictithey to deeply troaned, 

2. The manifeſtation of the Sons ' of God at thar 
time, which is called the-redemprioa of the body : both 
theſe the Apoftle expreflerh, 

if” - - 3, The fentence-and execution- of Juſtice paſt ypon 
the wicked, which is a main work 'o: Judgment, theſe 

- are, aSit were, the middle day work of Judgmenr, all 

robe diſpatchr firſt, Then US | 
47. Chriſt's delivering up the Kingdome to the Fa- 
ther, - (when! the- three: former are 'diſpatcht, and fi- 

' niſht)- char ſo the Father may be all in all, 

And thus I have finiſht the ſecond general head, viz. 
The' infallible cereaintyof Judgment ro come, made out 
ia theſe five particulars; - -.. LW BLIS 1-540 

The third general head: The great Judge ofthis Judg- 
mentrocome. 'Ir:is tobe obſerved that the heads of Pax!'s 
Sermon are {uccin@ly and:thorcly branchr into this genera! 
head of preaching concerning the Faith'of Chriſt, and of 
theſe,v:iz.Ot temperance righteouſneſs, Fudgment to come. 
Ir is a principal Article ot Faith, as well to beleeve Jelus 
Chrift the Judge of the world, as the Sviour ot his ele; 
Its.Goſpel preaching to ſet forth Chriſt che:Judge,as well 
as the Saviour, The Lord Chriſt the great, full, and 
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everlaſting Mediatour of the Covenant of Grace, , is the 
great Judge of that high Court of Juſtice. This was a 
tpecial Commiſſion, which the Apoſtles had, not only to 
preach Salvation by Chrift,. but to prefle chis of the 
Throne and Judgment of Chriſt ; Peter confirmes this in 
that firſt Sermon he preacht tothe Gentiles; viz, Cor- 
nelizs and his Company, Ads 10.42. (coming upon an 
extraordinary miſſion of-the Spirit by viſion and divine 
njunion,) he hath commanded us to preach to the peo- 
ple, and to teſtifie that it is he, (viz. Jeſus Chriſt) chat 
muſt judge the quick: and the dead z the Lord Jeſus deli+ 
vers the extent. and prerogative royall of his mediatorſhip 
in theſe very tearms, Fohn 5.22.. The Father judgeth no 
man,but bath committed all judgment to the Son,8&c, Though 
it belong to the Father or:ginaliter and poteſtative, yer to 
Chriſt perſonally and quoad adminiftrationem. "1 2M 

There are fix Grounds (amongſt others) may be gi- 
ven for this, (beſides the full Teſtimony and Conſent of 
Scripture) that the Lord Jeſus is, and muſt needs bethe 
Judge of this great ſolemn jadgmentr. 

1. The Lord Chriſt is the brightnefle of his Fachers 
Glory, Heb.1.3. He is 474uy25 wn Th: Eng, GC. Glory is 
glorified in him, all the beams of divine Glory mect in 
Chriſt as the Center, Mat.19.28, Its c2\'d the "Throne of 
Chriſts Glory, Mat.16.27. The Son »f mas ſhall come in 
the Glory of the Father,&c, Thar day is aday of Glory, 
Majeſty. Ir is the glorious appearing of Chriſt, Tit.2.13, 
When he ſhall be both Glorious, and Glorified. Chrift 
after his humiliation and exinanition was to be re-inveſted 
with Gloiy; therefore he is the Judge, the Glory. of 
that day is his. 

2. God hath given Chrift the Throne and the King- 
dome; erected it, ſet him on it, publiſhz che decree, 
Pfal.2.6. I have ſet my Son upon the Throne, &c, I will de- 
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clare the decree, He muſt hold itnll all che ele be 


brought in, the number petfeRed, till al} his enemies be 


ſubdued; God hath given lim to rule thus, in the midſt 
of his enemies, Pſal.110.2. There is a four-fold King- 


. dome of Chriſt, r, A miniſterial. 2. A myſtic). 3, A 


glorious. 4. A Judicial. The miniſterial part is thar of 
the preaching of the Goſpel: thas the Saints are ſaid ro 
wait for the Kingdome of God, as Foſeph of Arimathea, 
Luke 23.51. Thus its ſaid to draw near to a people, ro 
be removed, when the Goſpel is removed, Mat.21. 43, 
Therefore the Kingdom of God ſhal be taken from you,and given 
#8 4 Nation,&c. vis, The offers and renders of Grace which 
now call upon, waic on ſinners, are meſlages of this King- 
dom. 2.The myſtical or gracious Kingdom,every gracious 
foul hath the Kingdom, theThrone of Chriſt ſer up in him, 
Luk 17.20,21.The Kingdom of God comes not by obſervation, 
&Cc, For behold the Kingdome of God ts within you. 3. Chriſt 
is Lord of 2 glorious Kingdome, which is ſomtimes cal'd 
his Fathers Kingdome ; ſomtimes his : there he hath the 
Name above every Name, P#1l.2.9. After he had finiſht 
the work -of redemption; he re-aſfamed the Throne, and 
the Glory, Fohn 17.5,6. Father glorifie ne withthy owne 


ſelf, with vhe Glory I had before the world was 4. Chriſt 


hath a judicial Kingdome. The Throne, the Scepter, the 
Sword, the Power of Heaven and Heil. This 1s the (e+ 
cond, Chriſthach a Kingdom. 

3- The Lord —_ vertue of his dearch and ſufferings, 
hath purchaſt, merited this power of Judgement at the 
hands of the Father ; though he do not fave a world, he 
yet hath bought a world. This Lord-ſhip, with all the 
hedg-rowes, ſtakes, and fire-wood, even the Thornes and 
Briars-of this witderneſſe that are neer to curſing, they are 
caſt inta Chriſts parchaſe, as well as that garden enclo- 


Cazt 4 24, (ed, his Church, which he hath purchaft and redeemed as 
a. 
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a peculiar people to lumſelf. And wpon this very ground 
it isas the Apoſtle alledgeth, that God hath given. him 
a Name above every Name, and hath ſo highly exalced 
him, Phil.2.9. Becauſe v 6. he that thought it wo robbery 
to be equall with God, made himſelf of no reputation, became 
2 ſervant, humbled himſelf to death; therefore 'God thus 
tighly exajted him, as the purchale of this abaſemenc of 
Chriſt. T hat he ſhould have the acknowledgment, knee, 
or homage of Angels, men, and devils: ang that, as the 
Judge and great determiner of their eternal ſtate. 

4. Its ({utable co the mayjefly-of che Lord Jeſus, as head 
of Se Creninn, and Lord of redemption, that he that 
_—_ che Saviour of the loſt Creature, ſhould be the 
judge of. all : the Saviour and the Judge meet rogether in 
Chriſt as the ſame attributes of Honour and Majeſty , 
rhac he. chat ſaves to the uttermoſt, Heb.7.25. He « able 
ro ſave to the uttermoſt, 8&c. ſhould alto judge to the utter- 
moſt. That the Lord who is mighty to fave, 1f4.63.1. 
ſhould declare himfelf mighty to judge, That hethac is 
crowned with ſalvation, ſhould pur on righteouſneſle as a 
garment, judgment as a breſtplate: The glorious Saviour, 
the great Law-giver, . and che-grear Jude,” how fignift- 
cantly 1s it repreſented in that, . 7/a.59.16, 17,18. He ſaw 
there.was no man, . he wonadred there was no interceſſor, there- 
fore bis arm brought ſalvation, &c, Here is the work of a 
Saviour, See him clothed in the robes of a Judge, wv. 17, 
18.. Heput ex rizhteouſneſſe as 4 breſtplate, a helmet of ſal- 
vation upon his head, he put on the.varments of vengeance 
for cloathinz, was clad with zeal as with acloak, v.18. Ac- 
carding to their doings, accordingly will he repay fury to his 
azverſaries, recompence to his enemies, &c, here is the arm 
of. ſalvation, the garments of vengeance, Chrift puts on - 
irs the {um of the Charches acknowledgememt, 7ſa.33, 


22, The Lord i our Fudge, the Lord ts our King, The 
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Lord is onr Law-grver, he will ſave ws. 

5.. Chriſt muſt be Judge: The-Facher diſpenſeth all 
Grace, all Juſtice by him, hath givea the keies of Hea- 
ven and Hell into -his hands : ſer: him over the treaſuries of 
jaſtice and mercy ;- opened the fountains of Grace in him, 
andthe fountains of wrath, Col.2.9, In him dwels all the 
fulneſſe of the God-head. bodily, owanws bodily , that is 
vmamac perfonaily, the uſuall greciſme, and Col.1. 19; 
For it hath pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
dwell, So Eph.1.22. Put all things under hu feet, and given 
himto-be the head over all things to the Church.8&c, Here is 
all the Fathers fulneſle poured outinco. Chriſt, diſpenſed 
by Chriſt: through Chriſt's hand all rreaſuries paſſe, 
whether of mercy or juſtice + his right hand is a righc 
of- ſalvation; in thy preſence is life it ſelf, at chy righe 
hand pleaſures for evermore: and at his left hand is the 
doom of eteraity ; hell and death do follow him - chis rhe 
very. devils acknowledged, when in- their flames; they 
both agknowledge Chriſt, expoſtulate with him, and pe- 
tition him, as the great diſpenſer of juſtice, Hat. 8.29, 
they cried out ſaying, what have we to do with thee Feſus the 
Son of God ?' why art thou come to torment us before the time *? 
eyen the preſence of Chriſt angmented cheir punithment z 
they acknowledge their torments are. inflicted fram his 
mouth, by.his. command, they acknowledge him to be 
the Judge; the time ſer, (though not yer come) wherein 
ne ſhall judge, condemn them ;_ double and treble their 
corments upon them. 

6. And laſtly,It is Jeius Chriſt that is ſmitten at and di{- 
honoured by Goſpel fins. And God hath committed to 
bim che revenge of all che diſhonour done unto himſelt , 
anbelicf vilifies Chriſt; impenitency refiſts his merciful 
:nvications, the wantonneſle of men under Grace, tram- 
tles en.his Grace - the {ty of the world meets all in this 
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nick of fin, Pſal,2.3. Let us break his bands iy ſunder 5 lit 
1 caft his coards from ws. God hath ſet up Chriſt, they 
conſult to pur him off his Throne it is Chriſt's Govern- 
ment ſet up, they conſult to cut in ſunder the finews of 
this Governmenc, All the crimſon lines of the Jews fins 
met in this bloody center, Hat.21.39. to take the Son, 
caſt him out of the Vineyard, and kill him, Ir is the 
Spirit of Chriſt that is grieved, quenched, reſiſted by 
men; the long ſuffering and forbearance of God in Chriſt 
that is abuſed, is incenſed: it is his Goſpel that is re- 
proachr, his name that is blaſphem'!. He hath not only 
the Crowne of Soveraignty, the Scepter of righteoul- 
neſle ; but the (word of juſtice : where the golden Scep- 
ter of..Chriſt doth not ſubjetz the iron mace of Chriſt 
muſt bruiſe, muſt break: the (word girt to his thigh, 
Pfal.q5. and the arrows in his quiver, belong to his rega- 
licy, Goverament and judgement. Wicked men,though 
they live not to him, to the praiſe of his Grace yet they 
live upon him , upon his ground, his freehold ; the world 
is his, they are tenants co him, he is the Lord of the 
ſoil z and they live by his patience and forbearance, elie 
hell had ere this (wallowed them - they taſt of his bounty; 
hear the-voice of his call, have thel ne of life and love ex- 
tended to them : have his wooings-to engage them: his . 
Spirit to convince, reprove them, yet all invain: Is not 
this indignity doneto him ? ths contempt of mercy, 2s 
dirt: caſt. on. Chriſt 2 hath he. Omniſcience, and will he 
winkatir ? the ballance ro weigh hearts and waies, and: 
will henotrecompence? doth he ſift Nations in the ſteve 
of vanity, and wiil he not find out this? yes he will, and 
recompence tribulation, and anguiſh, indignation, and 
wrath, againſt all proud refiſters, unbelieving and 1mpe- 


- Ditent oppoſers of his Truth and Grace : and againſt ſucly 


he will. prepare. the weapons of death; -and open.the Ar- 
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mory of yengeance, that have refuſed the offers of the 
Treaſury of his Grace: hee is nat ſhort in power, hs 
ſtrength is nor weakaed ; he that can give infinitly, erer- 
nally, and can forgive richly and abundantly, is infinitly 
impoyred aiſo, to right his honour, vindicate his ſove- 
raignty in a juſt and tuil recompence. The Indi&menr 
that is fil'd againſt ſinners for their violacion of Chriſt's 
Crown, Throne, Dignity, and Grace, will riſe high a- 
eainſt all the workers of in'quity. Though he bore ſin- 
ners ſhame, he will not alwaics bear it : though (for our 
ſakes) he was made a reproach, Heb 13.15. he will nor 
alwaies ſuffer himſelt to be reproacht. He is the Lord, the 
Judge, he will recompence into the lap and bolame of fin- 
ners all indignities that are done againſt him. The time 
1s coming when he (hall command ic,fee ic executed, Luke 
19.27. Slay mine enemies before my face, that would not that 
I ſhould reign over them, 

And thus of the third general Head, The Lord Je- 
ſus the Judge of the judgment to come, together with the 
grounds of Chriſts being the Judge. 

The fourth general Head, is the quality, nature, and 
charaQers of chis judgment of Chrift, 1 (hall mention 
theſe eight particulars, only pointing out, glancing at 
theſe things, which (for cither the infinite juſtice, or the 
Grace then tobe expreſt) want a due weight and power of 
words to exprefle them, or ſer them forth. 

x. Its 2 univerſal judgment. The world is as a great 
book, conſiſting of many leaves, and pages; judgment 
will peruſe every leaf, page, line, tittle of ic: make the 
great index expurgatorizs, blot out the names of thou- 
ſands, and ten thouſands, take aſunder this whole vo- 
lame, caſt much into the fire, bind up the reſt, as a per- 
fect volume of ele ones, and ele& graces for eternity. 
Rev.1.7. Bebold he comes inthe Clouds, every eie ſhall ſce 
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him, yea they that have pierced him : all the kindreds of the 
earth ſhall nail becaaſe of him. They all ſhall ſee their Judge, 
fee their crimes, {ce their accuſers, conſcience and Satan, 
if out of Chriſt: or, it belonging to him, their pardon 
feal'd with the blood of the Judge ; their Heaven ſhining 
in his (miles: this jadgment lajes hold of, caſts out all thar 
offends,all that doth iniquity, Mat.t3.41. They ſhall ga- 
ther ont of his K ingdome all that offends, all that dath iniquity. 
Here tempting devils ſhall be arraign'd and condemn'd,and 
cemp ted and feduced men - here captivity ſhall be for ever 
led captive; Satan,Fph.4.8, And thoſe whom he hath 1ed Cap* 
tive at his will, 1 Tim.2.26,Here,they that had no law,but 
that writ in their hearts, Rom.2.15., ſhall ſtand forth, and 
betried by the verdi& of Conſcience, then unbribed, and 
unbyaſled, to ſpeak for, or againſt them : here thoſe that 
have had Goſpel light (hining round about them, yer no 
Chriſt in cheir hearts, no light, life of Grace in their 
fonls,ſhall be tryed by theſe aggravations of light and mer- 
cy abuſed. Its univerſal, its the firſt CharaRer of jadge- 
went;  - 

2. Its exaR, infinitly exact, even thoughts and ima- 
gtmcions, thofe ſecrer conceprions of the fou}, (which. 
are like che untimely birth of a woman-that never ſaw: 
the Snn,) theſe ſhall receive their form and ſhape, be 
brought co light, Chriſt bids us judee the tree by the 
froir (the commiſſion for our riding the Circuit of jadg- 
ment extends no farther) if we do, we are not exact, bur 
extream, and unjuſt in jadging : but Chrifts jadgment is. 
of rhe tree, both by the root, and frait of it, He diſplay- 
eth, anatomizeth hearts, in conviction, and converſion, 
God led 1frael about inthe wilderneſs, to try them, prove 
chem, ſhew them-whae was in their heare, De.8.2.. To 
prove or manifeſt their hearts ro them; much exa& work 
in judgment, The Lotd plucke up the ofd warld (as atree, 

roots. 
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roots and all) before he caſt them into that judpment de- 
luge, Gen.6.5. He ſaw the iniquity of man was great upon 
the earth, This is but the fruit of this tree : mark how 
exact judgement is at the root, That all the thoughts and 
imaginations of their hearts wereonly evil and that conti- 
nually ; - Behold, the root of the iniquity of a doomed, 
drowned world ; thoughts, imaginations , all of them 
only evil continually, Its Gods Anatomy of Juſtice. 
This judicial triall of Chriſt is compared to thoſe things 
that are of the ſubtilleſt exaceſt exploracion and trial, co 
ſifring, winnowing, weighing, -tanaing, meaſu ing by 
the line and plummet ; trialot the fire, accurate (canning 
of things; as it is obvious in many Scriptures, it the 
Lord ſhould mark iniquity .?[al.130.3. Who ſhould ſtand ? 
then he will mark, 

3- Its adreadful judgment. Tf the God we ſerve be a 
conſuming fire, Heb.12.29. Whacr is the Lord of judg- 
ment © If the Lord of mercy, if the Lord we ſerve, (who 
is fall of indulgence) whar is the Lord the Judge that is 
ſevere * The Apoſtle on this argument, 2 Cor, 5.10,11, 
firſt, afſerts this cruch, then applies it: firſt aſſerts ir, 
v.10, We mnſt all appear _— the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in the body, accor- 
ding to that he hath dove, whether it be good or evil. This is 
his aſſertion; ſee his inference, and application, v.11. 
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we perſwade men, 
&c, It theſe three queries be made, whom doth the Apo« 
ſtle perſwade? I anſwer, gracious perſons, ſuch in 
V.1I. a5 in whoſe conſciences the power of che Goſpel 
(he preacht) was made manifeft: If it be. queried,to what 
he perſwades ? that is clear alſo, v9. It is ſoto walk as to 
be accepted of Chriſt, If it be yet farther queried, with 
what arguments the Apoſtle per{wades ſuch Saints to 


ſuch walking acceptably * it is by the argument of the 
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terror of judgment ; an argument fit even for Saints, 
(of which more after,) its a day of terror, of wonder. 
That place, 2 Theſ.1.9,10. When the Lord Feſus ſhall be 
revealed in flaming fire,8c, There is judgments terror, 
when he ſhall come to be admired in his Saints, and glo- 
rifted in them that believe. Admiration, and terror 
theſe two great extreams of humane paſſions , ſhall 
ſwallow up the world, both good, and bad: Evenin ad- 
miration it ſelf, there is a kind of mixcure of fear, and 
terror, through an overplus and over wheiming of expecta- 
tion ; but in wicked men, all that's. dreadfull ſhall meer 
cogether, viz. Aſtoniſhment at che Majeſty of Chriſt, 
appalling fears of his juſtice; - fear of deſpair for che 
wrath. ro come,: This is the third charaRter of judgmear, 
The dreadtalneſle, EY 3h 
4. Its ſuch a judgment as is upon and after the finiſhing 
and the ending of the waiting of Gods patience, thac 
ſucceeds, and takes the place of divine 'patience and for- 
bearance. When that Glaſſe is taken dawn, . this is ſet 
up,-this is in force. Divine wrath is like Gold, very 
long in heating ; but once: heated, mighty retentive of 
that heat. Hiſtoyians tell of a Liquifi&ion of Gold, which 
once hghted burns ages(as they ſay)and hath ſomtimes bin 
found 1n theSepulchres of.the dead. Whea divine patience 
is melted down,oh then wrath. is lighted. Divine patience 
is 4 manifeſtation of God only:defign'd and -ordain'd for 
time; it ceaſeth with'time;the bow in the clouds, the (word 
in the {cabbard, the arrows in the quiver, are all emblemes 
and intimations of patience : patience preſ.nts God (ore 
humano) as unyeady to do' thar, which juſtice delivers 
him ready. todo, P/al.7.11,12,13.G0d judgeth the righteons, 
7deft, acquitterh, diſchargeth- them : he i& «ngry with the 
wicked every day,” In men, anger is a ſwitt paſſion, haſty to 
revenge, in God it is not ſo, patience interpoſerh - and 
: therctoie 
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— 
_ therefore jn the midſt of this he is faid to wair, v.12, 
If he turn not, he will whet bis ſword, he will bend his bow, 
and make it ready. Here is the water of patience, flaking 
the fire of anger, the allay of anger,&. thus patience pre- 
ſents God unready, though juſtice deliver him ready. I 
but in Chriſts judgment there is not this pul-back, this 
remora of patience, then ar judgment Chriſt will ſhew 
none, the Saints need none ; wicked men ſhall not have 
one drop of it. Oh the reaſoning of thar place, Row.2.4, 
5. Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of bis forbearance, goodneſſe, 
and long- ſuffering * FS Is this ſo mean acrime, folow a 
guilt thus rd deſpiſe 2- is not this Grace extended before 
jadgmeat ? then chou ſhalr not find ir, but ſurely find 
chat chou haſt. rreaſared up wrath againſt-the day of wrath, 
and revelation of the righteows judament of God, Oh no + 
more forbearance, no patience. | 

5- Its. 2 judgment without mercy ; ſoit is toall ungod- 
ly ones : there isamongſt men acorrupt judgment, a miſ- 
ted judgment. Corrupt judgment, when perſons or 
gifrs curn.it.our of the right channel of equal diſtributive 
juſtice -. and there is a mixed judgment, when the degrees 
of rigour and extremity are allaid, and abated, by the can- 
dor andclemency of the Judge : Chriſts jadgment cannot 
be corrupted, no pollution can taint theſe fountains of 
Chriſt's juſtice, and he will lay aſide his mercy to rebelli- 
ous finners; as to the Saints ic ſhall be aday of mercy, 
without judgment, as to rigour and ſeverity ; ſorothe 
wicked it ſhall bea day of judgment, without mercy, as 
to indulgence, and pardoning Grace. If the ſoul appear 
not before this. Throne of Chriſt under a Covenant right 
to Grace and mercy,. there is none,. none to be found. 
Irs all day, or all gight; all bleſſing, or all curſe: either 
a bleſſed Saviour, and-no condemning: Judge z or a con- 
demning Judge, and no Saviour at all, We fay of rem- 
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pers, that you datuw purum terftramentam, No pure un- 
mixt temper, that is defcecate, ſtrain'd and ſublimated, 
framed as it were into ſuch an equal harmony, that ithach 
alwaies an healthful, even predominancy;, but mixed , and 
diſeaſes break in thereby. Here in the diſpenſations of 
God thereis a mixtures Devid fings of mercy and jndg- 
ment together. In Chriſts day there ſhall be mercy pure- 
lyt , and juſtice alſo, 

6. This judgment 'tis irreverſible, not to be repeal'd, 
not to be recall'd : here the Lord threatens judgment, and 
is ſomtimes ſaid to repent him oftheevil, ef non mutt 
confilium, God cannot ſo repent to change his mind, bur 
healters his adminiſtration, repeals the judgment threat- 
ned, and ſois ſaid to repent : but in this day as no place is 
left for mans repentance, ſo neither (in the nſual ſenſe 
and attribation of this to God) there is no place for Gods 
repentance, Inthis his time of Grace, he ſentenceth the 
fin, pardons the finner, leads the foul by the ſuburbes of 
Hell, through ſpiritual conſternations ander fins and con- 
flias withir - yet at laſt brings it to Heaven, Here it fa- 
reth with ſoules as Pawl in that his converting agony,as ke 
expreſſerh, Rom.7.9. I was alive without the Law, the Law 
came, fin revivcd and I died; id eft, Looke upon my 
ſelf as a man under the ſentence of death. Here he caſterk 
down by threatnings, raiſeth up by promiſes |! bat in 
this Judgment Chriſt is definitive, abſoluce, Here is not 
tabula poit naufraginm, no plank to ſwim on, after this 
ſhipwrack, ſoul-wrack, Its not to be reverſed; not to be 
repented, 

7. It is a judgment from whence lieth no appeal to any 
other ; its {upream, there is no ſhelter from this ſtorm, 
noreſuge frem this tempeſt,g#c. 1ſa.32,2, Here liesan 
appea; from God to God, from juſtice to mercy. from 
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ſinner may flie from 'bunderof threatnings, tothe 
ſtil, the ſweet voice of Grace an I mercy , from Ebal, to 
Gerazim ; ' from fiery Sinai, to bleſſed Zion: from God 
in bis greatneſle and juſtice, tro God in his Grace and good- 
neſſe. Oh the door of appeal, it 1s ſhut : they in the Gol- 
pel chought to eſcapethis judgment by appeal, Lars, Lord 
open to ws; their 'plea wis, 'they! had'eat and drunk with 
Chriſt, hehad preached intheir ſtreets : They thoughc 
ita very probable way to renew their acquaintance with, 
and intereſtin Chriſt, What, notler in gueſts, and hea- 
rers? Taking the meaſure of Chriſts merciful nature, and 
carriage upon'the earth, they concladed this would paſie 
them into Heaven: though che door were ſhat, he would 
open to'ſuch, and entertain ſuch : This addreſle would 
not ſerve the turn, they are excluded, they are rejected. 
They were of thoſe thar had been fed by the miracle of the 
loaves : They preſumed he that provided bread by miracle 
for them, would wichout all doubt open to them ; bur 
this availes nor at judgment : they have their mittimus, 
Depart, I know you not,&c. They deſpiſed paſt mercy, they 
were to expect preſent judgment. 

8. Laſtly, ther's no advocate. Ic is the jadgment that 
row is upon the impenitent and unbeleeving world, that 
that precious office of Chriſts interceſſion in Heaven, is 
not for them ; they have no part nor ſhare ia this bleſſed 
glorious office, Fohn 17.9, 1 pray not for the world, but 
for them that thou hat given me,&c. Much leſſe ſhall they 


have the comfort, benefit of it in the judgment to come, *_ 


That of the Apoſtle is dreadful, Heb.10.26,27, There re- 
maines no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a fearful expectation of 
ftery indiguation,8&c, No claiming an intereſt and right in 
chat rich, perfect, everlaſting ſacrifice for ſin: not the 
ghaſtly looks, not the ruthful countenances of (oules 
downed in deſpair, not the re-iterated cries, nor the de- 
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luge of reares thatſhal}Aow from confounded finners will 
preyail wich-the Lord Jeſus ths Judge, co turn away the 
ſtream of his indignation, or whoolf ae edgeof his (word 
of lightning. ' He will not (imthephraſe of the Churches 


Furh) Acah.7.19. He witlflat purnapaiy, and have com- 


paſſion. normill he blot.ontiimzquitiesz avits :there:expreſt, 


no he will not; © Even the Lambarpþoa che: Throne, Rev. 6. 
16, Is all terrour, all ' Cread, ;infomuch: :chat; they ſhall 
call to rocks;& mountains to fall on them, and:cover them 
from the wrath .of che Lamb;::and :of him thar-fisferh/an 
the Throne, And thus I havegiven ſome ofthe thataRers 
of this Judgment to come. ' © 0 rents » 
Having thus diſpatcht thoſe four heads propounded for 
the explaining the Doctrinall part,.] come.tothe- Applica- 


> 


tory. part oft. ' ", > GL 019 51s ny 
The fifth part Applicatory. -This folemn'Dodtrine of 
Chriſts judgment to come, it is .of great moment, of 
much ſoul- concernment both to the wicked and godly, to- 
diſciples and friends of Jeſus Chriſt ; and to ſtrangers and 
enemies of Chriſt : God miraculonfly provided a ſtar for 
choſe wiſe men of the Eaſt, to lead them down to Chriſt 


17 the cradle and cratch : this is a ſtar fixed-in the Goſpe!- 


firmament, to. lead up co Chriſt upon the Throne of 
Glory and judgmen:, 

I: hath a double aſpe&, a double influence, both to. 
wicked and godly, 

1. To wicked men. It is to them a hand from Heaven, 
an alarme from thence; it was the prudent proceeding of 
the Roman Scnate, (finding the yourh of that City, and: 
Common wealth degenerating inco a ſoft effeminacy) to 
give them that Alarum of Hannibal ad portas, that lo they 
m'ght rouſe, and gather courage; that terrour of Carthage, 
was .a {light amazement to this of Chriſts coming ; ot41.s 
judgment, Let me fpreadit forth to ſuch in theſe ſeaven. 
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Conſiderations, which I ſhall only ſhortly propoſe. - 
Conſideration 1, If the Principles of God and Chrift, be 
not wholly razed .out of thy mind and heart (though for 
the power of Godlineſſe there be none at all) chou canſt 
not but expect jndgment, 'there is a fearful expe&ation of 
condemnation upon the moſt wicked, blinded, obdurate 


ſpicit ſome time or other y thou dareſt not call thy [elf 


author of the breath which chou- breatheſt , nor owner of 
any of thoſe talencs thou arr betruſted with : thou act 
Rill a ſteward (chough :2@-ynuſt ane,) a ſervant, though 
unfaichful z even that evil ſervant that proceeded ſo far in 
his riotous rebellious courſe, yer ſtaid here, durſt not deny 
his Lords coming, £MH4.24.48. only he deſperatly de- 
ludes himſelf with this, ”vy Lord delaies bis coming, and 
therefore he grew ſo enormous; and iffo, is there no fear, 
terrour. of God upon thee, to ſhake the veſſell, thy ſoul 


thus ſetled upon the lees, I have read of a barbarous peo- 


ple of the Iſle of Zoazgo,. in Africa (in this humane) that 
they are rigorous in the punithment of theft , he char is 
in kigheſt place amongſt chem, hath a. Bell which is rung 
upon information of any ſuch fa&t committed z the ſound 


of which is ſo great a tetrour to the thief, that he preſent- 


ly contrives ſome. ſecrec way to return the ſtollen goods - 
Is not the ſound of this judgment in our ears? and ſhould 
it not aſtoniſh fianers? Oh the ſound of the Maſters, the 

Judges feet are behind you. 
| Conſideration 2, Growes 91it of the firſt, If thou then 
expect ſuch a judgment, .O prepare, provide for it - in 
thy ſelf thou canſt not ſtand before that Throne, righte- 
ouſneſſe muſt be had, or thou art condemned as un+ 
tighreous; in thee none is found. Even the prater of the 
wicked is an abomination to the Lord, what then is their 
fins If nor found in Chriſt, fin will find thee out to carry 
thee £0 judgment, Thy ſouls deeply guilty, thy Judge 
juſt; 


pl 
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juſt ; Oh doſt thou ſeek one no balm for thy ſob! ?+no 
ſprinkling for thy defiled Conſcience ? who hall cancell 
thy inditment , if Chriſt blot it aot out © who. wipe a- 
way thy ſcore, if he do not'{away iniquity ? ſappoſe 
thou delay thy repentance; canſt chou 2h bribe thy 
Judge? is it not high time to be up, and doing, to come 
100 the reconciler, co beleeve! inthe Miniſtry of: recon- 
ciliation, to lay hold of the-ranſoine © Hath God prepa- 
red judgment, and wilt not thou prepare againſtic? Is ic 
not high time for thy repentance co prevent divine judge- 

ment, leaſt thar prevent thy repeatance? Oh prepare. 
Confider. 3. Oh ſtudy to reade all fin by judgement 
light: Remember that weighty admonirion,: 1 Cor.3.13. 
Every mans work ſhall be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall de- 
clare it, Chriſt tees ſin by his own lighc of omniſciency, 
bat he will diſcover it by a light he provides'on purpoſe; 
the light of that day, the fire ſhall reveal it: Satan (elleth 
his wares (fins). by a falſe light, by a damning ligh*, Sin- 
ners would never pledge Satan in the cup of ſtolen waters, 
nor feed of his bread of ſecrecy, Prov.g.17. did they ee ſin 
with this light of judgement, Oh labour co take che 
light of judgement in thy hand, ſer. ir-up'in chy hearr. 
Look upoa the ſhime of ſin, the bluſh of icat thac light , 
upon the ſtain and defilement of ir, as it will appear ar that 
light ; upoa the confuſton which will come upon finners 
at thar light z How legible will it be when that day decla- 
reth it 2 How dreadfull, when that fice diſcovers, reveals 
it? which: will be a piercing, convincing, aſtoniſhing: 
and condemning light, Oh ler not Satans deceirfull light 
tead you into utter darknefſe, Labour to be now con- 
vinced by Goſpel lighc, that in that day when the Lord 
Jeſus ſers up this diſcerning, diſcovering light of judge-- 
ment, you may be abſolved. Oh now repent, believe, 
that your ſors may be blett:d out, when th: times of refreſh* 
ment 


ment ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord, Adts 3. 19. 
... Conſider.4; Study the dreadfulncle of chis judgement , 
-If che love of Chriſt hach not yer conſtrained thee, go to 
the cerrour of Chriſt, if that will perſwade thee, Is he a 
conſuming fire.whom we ſerve, Heb,r2, ult. and therefore 
ſerve him acceptably with reverence and godly fear, oh how 
-then much more. is his. jadgement ſeat ſurrounded with 
terrours. _Tshe fedrfull ix prarſes, to be feared for his good 
zeffe ?. oh what is he then when he ſhall glorifie his juſtice 
-upon; his enemies. Are not his attributes equally infinite ? 
it glorious in mercy, he muft needs be dreadful in juftice, 
1t hisJovebe thfinicly amiable; ts not his wrath infinicly 
terrible ?: Are there in Chriſt fountains of mercy, and are 
there not with him rivers of brimſtone ? Are there floods 
of goodneſs,8: are there not alſo flames of wrath? oh view 
this mount Z#al,. confider''the great dread of this judge- 
enetig nice 2: [over Nom ot LG tr 30g; 

Conſideration:s, Conſider,” and ſet clowns for aſure, 
and ſafe rulefor thy ſoul, that preſent treedome and im- 
punity doth' no way, in no meaſure acquit thee, ſet thee 
ina ſate.condition., No, though Satan ſhould give thee to 
boor,} the ftrongeſt arguments of preſumption that he 
could devifeto {uggeſt :the rich mans reqaiem, Luke 12, he 
ſang to his ſoul, proved but a doleful peal of judgmenr, 
The fool led co the ſtocks (as the wiſe man ſpeaks ) 1s not 
tarther off, becau(c he goes laughing z nor the oxe,exemp- 
ted from the {laughter, though crowned' with a garland, 
Though the ſentence be not executed, Eccleſ.8.11, Yet 
fio, and the ſinner are both ſentenc'd, Oh let this thought 
prevail, from the certainty of judgment : no 'place is lefr 
now for ſecurity, no place will then beletft either for re- 
pentance, or hope. -. GHty 

Conſideration 6:: That the meer patience and forbet - 


rance of God, can be no ſtay or comfort to thee, meer 
Patlence 


= . +2 
nar en tes a pardon: cog ſinhey but rather: agra- 
: condemnations. the overwhelmed world; had-this 
for a hundred and ewenty years; Sodom(ſcorched inflames) 
had of this, till chere'was noremedy - the Jewiſh Church 
had this. (as appeares/by theparable of the fig-tree inthe 
vineyard) ill after continuall batrennedle, it. was ,cut 
down, The {Apoſtl E&Rem.9.22; admits: this, reckons i it 
amongſt: the priyiledges: of reprobgtes, that God not- 
withſtanding exerciſeth towards them, a; moſt remarke- 
able patience, though adkr wp veſſels of, w_ y:over up 
(as it, were): zagnontre packt :1Þ:25 Wares: $829y £0 n 
away, even for efron. © onfider this, oy km: 
multiply, yeares of forbearance;; heap up mexcies, ;yet the 
acquitg$ance. is not. made over. by. this. :The; Canzenites 
were priviledged, while 1ſrael ſuffered aihard, a | 
bondage,ithis: wah patience: cowards:ghems yo 4c. 
even. Fa; vine: Patience, Never (FEE 
to Heaven, except Grace prevented, and-cook hold 
X that ſouro ſanRifie Gods patienr dealing, ©. | ; 
Conſideration 7, .The la; confideratigy I, - ha 0ame,. 
Lay «9 all-the.re(t; this ſexigys.andrycighty.chp yrs 
By whatyule thouſhaks be judged, yy Rey 
{calethou ſhalt berweighed in this day of judging; ok = 
Jew 1 6. In, o_ _—_ the Lord Feſus ſhall 
6 46 ſecrets of all: nearts, by my! Gabe infigyhich. 
men, have done; all;cbe; defpige; | The Wni6þ1,0 Oh, 
thipk ofthis. The Lawof Faictt,that ſhall judge 
unbeliefzthe Goſpel ſhall judge our un- A gi ea 
hearts.,and: lives 3, The Law of. love (hall: judge” men for 
their uaorthy, yalove)y: affeRtions &copyer(Fions when 
the iff-rxetulers of,che Goſpel; hall, bejudgediby che; - 
Go\pel they.haverefuſed. When hat Goſpel thac invited, 
intrexed,- and woogd chem 5, hal be broughs for £9; 


£ "e judge them. - 3: 530 
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- An&rhn Þ tavediſpacdc thefirt extiorecrion for the 
A of thig-Ddfrine of jadgmare'eo tome toun- 
£OMy men, © en Qt 253697 VINNY DOS D200 bn 
The fecond is to rhe godly. 'This awaking thoughr 
this: moniror is of af&'£0' che Saints: themſelves - it is © 
concenment .co-quicken 'thenvs! ede” Apoſtle what had 
deeply taſted of groan jo > nd knew experi- 
niemally-the principles, workings,/ mortves of ir, yer u- 
fer theargument of Gods fevericy even-to them ; judg- 
ment arguments to rhem who yec fhould ftind, and be ac- 
quirced in /judganent; Fowl 1ov5,'  Bebeld the grrdndſe 
and ferverivy bf GaBect! 0D OT 4 
Confiderati- Tt uſefulneffe of (tis Doftrine to them, I ſiillpoine 
onsfrom hence AC is chieſe (even particulars, thit it may appear a Goſpel 
to Sain's, cxochi fic for-them, ha .- 334 p Kr | | 
2, 3a contitnuad eharge-2g2i0t fin, As' Chiift hit 
rakew care to comfort che wounded in Spirir-by many Sre- 
cious promiſes, cat he is the reſt of the weary "arid trea- 
vy laden, Mat.tx. '$8. Fhit they (in cafe of ſin) havean 
advocite with the Father, -Jeſus Chriſt the: riphreous, 
+ Fobs 1718. yerato frequent charges apainſt fin are 
ſex tip'for Sditic efieriſelves; $6 grett/ a neceſſity is there 
of all ſores: of diſwaſions from fin, fetchet nor ofily' from 
the goodneffe; metcy,; compaſſion of God, bur even from 
his jaſtice, judgaienr; ad Yevertty : have not they abo- 
dy of death; #nd fid'?' Havenot they a Law of theirmjem- 
bers rebelling 4gainfl the'Laiy of tHeir midd ? Have nor 
they adaily experience of their owne iniquity 7 the fin of 
their heels, of cheir bones? Have not they alfo weights 
that preffe them down, ſnares thiatiintrap them? Have not 
they a'ſubcill, violear, affiduous enemy that goes up and | 
doin like a roaring lions &c, 1 Pet.5.9. And if fo, Is | 
not this Docrine (which bears forth the mercy and ja- 
ſtice of Chriſt) like Foſephs party-coloured coat _— 
them 


(35) 


them to wears though they ara(asthe was Fol, beloved) 
beloved alſo: This Docrine'is laid oat for 'theay; ' , 

2, This judz2ment Dodnne isuleful! ro/Saints, tobe- 
get, excite holy diligence, ex2amneffe, circumſpetion, 
and blameteſſe walking, to remember that they are vir- 
gins, ad muſt meet the Lord the bride-groom] Mat .25 6. 
That they have exceeding! great and, \ptecious 'promiles, 
whereby they are made partakers ofthe (divine nature ; 
but they muſt eſcape the pollution of the world, which is 
through luft, 2 Per.1.4. That God doth ſpeakpeace to 
his people, his Saines ; but pon this condition, 'thar they 
return nomanretofolly, Pfal:85.8. Thar they ate' waſher; 
but not to returnias dogs to the 'vbmit, or ſwine'to wil- 
lowing in che mire, That they are to walk, not as faols, 
bur wiſe, redeeming time,&c. Eph.5.16. They Thould 
therefare-gird-upthe loinesof their taind; and hope'to'the 
end, for the Grace.that isztwbe broughtito ther at che're- 
yelation of Chriſt; 1 Pet.r.1r3. Which will be arevelati- 
og 'of terrour to others, Have not they alfo need of all 
motives, of all incentives to diligence, exaneſſe, Cir- 
cumſpe&ion ? Was' not Timathy @ Saint, a'faithful and 
ſedulous Miniſter of 'the Goſpet- yet 'by this argament 
S' Pasl chargerth him, 2 Tim.4.1,2. I charge thee before 
God, andthe Lord Feſus who ſhall ſutdoe the quick and dead, 
at his appearance and Kingdome, be inſtant v.2,8c, 

3. This Do@rine cals upon Saints themſelves, not to 
mixe with the ſinfull world z to have nofellowſhip with 
che unfruicful works of darkneſle, but rather to reprove 
them, #ph.5.11. Itcals upon chem in the phraſe of that 
ſolemn call, Rew,18.4. Come out of her my people, that ye 
may not partake of her fins, and that ye receive not of ver 
plagues, God (through Grace) hath taken order you 
ſhould not be condemned with the world, 1 Cor.11.30. 
you muſtnor mixe with the {ins = It, Lot was not _ 
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dont; tbr ruine;, -but mercy; while Sodom finn'd, he 
mourn,d;.-.. his righteous fonl-was'vexed with cheir abomi- 
nations. Thoſe Exeki9.4. that ' were marked out for 
mercy, were not the {inners in Feruſale», but the mour- 
ners- for the fig committed rhere, You were once in the 
dungeon with the captives,. . he hath preachc deliverance, 
brought you: Qut;7ſs. :62;T.. Oh this cals you not to re- 
curn-thither. Who: would ſhut in themſelves amongſt 
condemned ones 2 you would not-be on Chriſt's left hand. 
(Judgment. will, diſtinguiſh the whole world by his righe 
and: left hand.):Qh do! not che: works:, walk noc in the 
waies of choſe that ſhall ſtand: athis lefrhands and chere« 
fore fear to-mixe with finaners - Though you camnor toe. 
cally, finally fall from Grace, yet may you fall from the 
quickning, comfortjng.evidences, and ſapporting appre- 
henſipas of Gods love; God may now bring in'upon your 
ſoules. a (ad, a dark day, of judgment:,- though you may 
ſtaad uncondemnedin the great judgment, W hat gracious 
heart dares {ia deliberatly ia- the light of Grace, and un- 
der,the view and conſideration of. judgment: ro-come * 
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whom. he. will diſcharge in the day of his triall and 
judgment. 


(37) | 
zadgmenr, He hath for this'end awakened and impowered 
the renewed Conſcience that it might both'ſarvey, re- 
prove,ſearch and ſentence all the irregularities of the heart, 
thoughts, life, and converſation, This here, in this 
Adts 24. Paul cals his exerciſe, to keep a good Conſci- 
ence void of,offence to God and to man - his Conſcience 
was ſet in Chriſt's light, itjadged by Goſpel rules, im- 
partially ſcann'd the duties belonging to God, to man, 
and ſo accordingly gave ſentence, 

5.. Ic is neceſſary for Saints, from }:ence to be ſtirr'd 
up to perfect the work of their ſalvation, to work it out 
with fear and trembling, Ph:l.:.12,” To perfect che work 
of their right to Chriſt, of their evidence for Heayen, of 

\ ie title they have to the inheritance of-che Children of 
the Kingdome, that ſhall be entertain'd, welcom'd. "The 
* day of thegreat court-triall makes thoſe that have cauſes 
depending there, to take counſe), and clearup their evi- 
dences, againſt rhe day of hearing, that the cauſe may go 
, -- forthem. Oh that whice ſtone, and new game which 
Chriſt promiſeth, Rev.2.17. to give his redeemed ones : 
this white ſtone of abſolution, this new name of eternall 
bleſſednefſe is worthy: the looking after, che making ſure 
of. . | 
6. This judgment of Chriſt is an excellent relief for 
Chriſtians under affli tions, and incouragement co duty, 
for afflitions it is a precious ſupport, that though the rod 
, betheir lot now, yetthen the (mile ſhall be. The Church 
as it were bed-rid in aMflitions, raiſerh up her ſelf ander 
her languiſhing, to take in this cordial, Micah 7 8. Re- 
Joyce not againſt me, O my enemy, though I fall, 1 ſhall riſe 
again, though 1 ſit in darkneſſe, the Lord ſhall be aligit to 
me. Upon this comfort taken in, their etes are enlighte- 
» ned (as Fonathans were, at the taſting the hogey with the 
top of his rod,) evento lookto the Lord, to rejoyce - 
E 3 . the 
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the God of their ſalvation. 7. Therefore S* Paul culs 
out th's comfort, as one of the chiefeft receipts in the 
divine Diſpenſatory, 1 Theſ.4.18, Of Chriſt's coming, 
their 1iſfing to Glory, adviſing his beloved Theſſalonians 
ro comfort ane another with thele things: thus its ufeful to 
ſupper: under 2Mitions, No leflewlſefull is:t,to encourage 
induty, thac the labour of the Saiats love, their fight of 
Faith, their perſeverance in it, is not in vainin the Lord ; 
chat if they poſſeſle their ſouls with patience, they ſhall 
in due time receive thereward, if chey faint not, give not 
out, Heb.10.35,36. 

7. Andlaſtly, (with which I hall cloſe up all)' This 
evangelical Dorine of judgment, is to awaken them to 
a conſtant expeRation of Chriſt, the Judge ts at the dovr, 
it becomes them therefore to have their loines girt, their 
lamps burning, as thoſe that 'expedt the Lord, Lake za, 
to look for,to haſten to the coming of the day of the Lord, 
2 Pet.3.12, It being the nature of true Faith, as to make 


promiles preſent, ſo alſo to preſentiate Chiiſts:-coming co 
judgment, that ſo as the Spirit and Bride fay come, Rev, 
22.17.ſo they may with the {ame Spirit in which theBride 
ſpake, be able fiducially £O lay, Come Lord Feſme, Come 
quickly. 


